
Abbots Bromley Conservation Area:  

Satellite Dishes 

The Abbots Bromley Conservation Area (CA) is well established area was 
designated in 1969. A Conservation Area is an area where it is “of special 
architectural or historic interest the character or appearance of which it is desirable 
to preserve or enhance”. Abbots Bromley also contains significant amount of listed 
buildings that contribute to the quality of the conservation area. 

 
East Staffordshire Borough Council is 
responsible to preserve and enhance the 
character and appearance of the Abbots 
Bromley CA through appropriate development. 
Any change should be managed positively 
where development proposals and alterations 
may be permitted if it doesn’t affect its special 
character or appearance. New installations 
such as satellite dishes have started to appear 
during the last 20 years and it is recognised 
that such installations could potentially be 

harmful to the character and appearance to a Conservation Area, either to an 
individual building or to a complete street-scene. Abbots Bromley has a distinct linear 
appearance with the building line forming predominantly adjacent to the highway. 
Therefore such installations are always going to be very prominent in the street-
scene. 
 
Planning permission may be required for satellite dishes in a CA and Listed Building 
Consent on listed buildings. Erecting satellite dishes on prominent front elevations, 
including chimneys, are not considered appropriate and planning permission for such 
locations may be refused. There may be opportunities to locate such satellite dishes 
on areas of the building that would not be harmful to the character and appearance 
of a building in CA. Rear elevations of buildings or discretely locating them in the 
eaves are potential solutions. Affixing a satellite dish any part of a listed building will 
invariably always require listed Building Consent. It is also recognised that 
technology is improving and that new dishes are smaller and more discrete than 
older ones, so replacement units are encouraged. Residents may also want to 
consider other television solutions such as ‘Freeview’ that are available to use 
through traditional antennae/aerials where planning permission is not required. 
Disused units should be removed and any damaged fabric of a building resulting 
from removal should be made good (such as re-pointing).  
 
Residents should be mindful that satellite dishes that are erected without planning 
permission, or listed building consent, may be subject to Enforcement action by the 
local Planning Authority. Therefore, if residents are in any doubt then they should 
check with East Staffordshire Borough Council’s Development Control Support team 
on 01283 508606, dcsupport@eaststaffsbc.gov.uk or consult the following webpage 
for further guidance: 
http://www.eaststaffsbc.gov.uk/Planning/PlanningPermission/Pages/default.aspx  
 

http://www.eaststaffsbc.gov.uk/Planning/PlanningPermission/Pages/default.aspx


Other Useful Sources/Guidance: 
 
Planning Portal Interactive Guide: 
http://www.planningportal.gov.uk/permission/commonprojects/antenna/  
A Householder’s Planning Guide for the Installation of Antennas, including Satellite 
Dishes (2008) CLG 
East Staffordshire Design Guide SPD (2008) 
Abbots Bromley Conservation Area Appraisal (2014) 
Abbots Bromley Village Design Statement (2006) 

http://www.planningportal.gov.uk/permission/commonprojects/antenna/

