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Savills Smiths Gore  

A
s most of you know, Savills acquired Smiths Gore 
earlier this year. In Staffordshire, the Needwood 
Estate has been managed by Savills for some years 
now. 

I (Neil Fraser) act as the Manging Director of this Estate on 
behalf of the Duchy of Lancaster. Your Property Manager is 
Naomi  Bloxham.  As a team, we report to the Duchy’s Head 
of Rural, Christopher Sparrow. Many of you will already 
have met Christopher, who is working his way around the  
Duchy farm tenants to introduce himself. As your first points 
of contact, Naomi and I are keen to improve our 
communications with Duchy tenants. This newsletter is part 
of that process. We hope you find it interesting. 

Welcome to the first of what we hope will be a regular series of news bulletins created for and by our tenants to keep you 
informed about things that are happening across the Duchy Estate. Some of you have already told us that they would find it 
useful to have more contact with other Duchy tenants and we hope to start the ball rolling here by sharing the latest local 
news and views. If you have any stories you would like to share , please let us know. 

Investing in Needwood       
In the last 12 months, the Duchy of Lancaster has invested over 
£600,000 in its residential properties across the Needwood  
Estate. This is part of an ongoing programme of planned 
maintenance and improvement works designed to bring all 
properties in line with the quality specification detailed in the 
new Duchy Design Standard.  With 62 residential properties and 
25 core farms across the Needwood Estate, this programme of 
works is expected to take up to five years to complete. It will 
include interior and exterior decoration, as well as remedial 
works as appropriate. 

Keeping it ‘in the family’   
Pride in our properties and a desire to remain a Duchy tenant is 
something we are always keen to encourage. When Mrs Clare 
Peach began looking for more living space for her extended 
family, one of her key priorities was to try to stay within  'the 
Duchy family’: “We have been Duchy tenants  for ten years,” 
said Claire “and  when we started looking for more space, we 
began by exploring the Estate.  We fell in love with Brakenhurst 
Farm, but it was scheduled for a full refurbishment to bring it up 
to the new Duchy Standard. We really wanted to be in for 
Christmas and the team worked really hard to help us do that. 
The quality of the work has completely transformed a      
traditional farmhouse into a truly fabulous family home.” 

Coming soon…. 
Dairy Barn Eastern Cottage 

2-bed barn conversion 2-bed cottage
£950 pcm + service charge £850 pcm
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Do you know anyone who might want to become a Duchy tenant? We regularly receive enquiries from people who would like 
to be considered for a Duchy of Lancaster property. We are therefore thinking about introducing a waiting list or register of 
interest so that we can provide timely notices of properties about to become available. If this is something you think you 
might be interested in or know someone who should be included, please let us know by emailing nbloxham@savills.com  

Off Down Under  
One of our younger tenants has been selected by the National Federation of Young       
Farmers to work on a large sheep, dairy and beef station in New Zealand. Tom Gardiner 
(19) of Hadley Farm will travel to Limestone Downs in Waikato next September and spend 
three months getting to grips with how they do things down under. This large  station 
covers 3,219 hectares and has 12,000 breeding
sheep,1,000 dairy cattle and 2,000 beef cattle. 
The trip is a great opportunity for the next 
generation of farmers to learn about farming 
methods in other countries and we are all very 
proud of Tom, who is one of only four young 
farmers selected for the trip from across the 
UK.  We look forward to hearing all about it 
when you return, Tom!      

If you have something you would like to share in our next Tenants Newsletter (Autumn 2016), please forward it to 
Neil Fraser (nfraser@savills.com) or Naomi Bloxham 

(nbloxham@savills. com). We look forward to hearing from you! 

Bennett Equine—
Sustainable Success     
We also have one of the UK’s leading  
equine rehabilitation centres on the 
Needwood Estate – and one of the      
greenest in the country, thanks to a 
£130,000 investment in new technology. 
Bennett Equine is owned by Tim and Isla 

Bennett and with the support of the Duchy they recently installed a new biomass heating system to both the farmhouse and 
their business premises. This has not only reduced their energy bills but has provided them with a greener, more sustainable 
future for their successful and growing business.  

As part of our improvement in  
communications with our Duchy       

tenants,  we would like to be able to 
share information with you by email.  

If you are able to provide a current 
email address, please forward your 

details to:    nbloxham@savills.com 
Thankyou!  

D id you know that Tutbury Castle dates 
back to 1071? Or that Mary Queen of Scots 
was imprisoned here on  no fewer than four 
separate occasions? Or that a rare historic 

rose not seen since the Middle Ages has recently been 
uncovered in the Castle grounds?     
We are very proud of Tutbury and the tremendous     
success that tenants Lesley Smith and  Gareth Williams 
have made of it as a tourist attraction and historic       
destination. If you haven’t visited it yet,  do add it to     
your list of fun days out. There’s a full programme of       
activity on offer and unique opportunities for private dinners,  themed lunches, weddings, parties and even ghost hunts.    

For details and to plan your visit go to www.tutburycastle.com. 




