
FAMILY TIME . . . Councillor Liz Staples is stepping down to spend more time with her granddaughters 

Sophie and Emma
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A borough councillor and former mayor who helped spearhead campaigns to improve areas of East 

Staffordshire is stepping down after 16 years.

Tory councillor Liz Staples, 62, who represents Tutbury and Outwoods on East Staffordshire Borough 

Council, will step down at the next election in May to spend more time with her two grandchildren, and 

says her decision was made before the controversial change in leadership earlier this year.

She said: “I will have done 16 years and think it is time to step down to spend more time with my two 

grandchildren which will be nice.

“I have had a fantastic time. I have been deputy leader (of the borough council) three times, the Mayor 

of East Staffordshire and chairman of licensing committee.”

Councillor Staples, who also spent four years representing Horninglow and Stretton on Staffordshire 

County Council, started off representing Tutbury and Hanbury in 1999, before changing to Tutbury and 

Outwoods, thanks to the changes in boundaries.

Apart from her heavy involvement with the award-winning Tutbury in Bloom, Anslow gave her one of 

her memorable successes.

She said: “I went to the Anslow village hall’s AGM and I found out the committee was paying business 

rates. As a registered charity they shouldn’t have to. So we managed to change that and also get a 

rebate which really helped.

“I have helped revamp Tutbury’s Duke Street car park. There were problems with young people and 

anti-social behaviour. The young people then said they had nowhere to meet. We set up the Tutbury 

Teen Campaign and created the first teen play area in East Staffordshire.”

While she will remember her politic career with fondness, Mrs Staples has concerns for the future with 

the controversial Local Plan.

She said: “I think there will be problems with it. It has been controversial and residents feel very upset 

at times. I do my best but we cannot always get the results they would like. I get as frustrated as they 

do.”

Despite the timing, she insists her decision to leave has not been made following the change in 

leadership after Tory ‘rebels’ helped boot Tory leader Richard Grosvenor from power, saying: “I made 

my decision about a year ago, before the change of leadership.”
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