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memory
M€mbe6 ot Etwall Padsh

council slood lor a minlile-s
silence in msmory of form€r
@unc lor Peler Thom who disd
at i s home in the viuage

a From Page 1.
"The worst thing we could do

would be io lel one school run
down. We are delermined lo

"What we are prcposing 's
thsl at rhe time when the linal
deidon will b€ made. from lhe
dale ol the amalgamation, they
become one school arld a
headmaster designale would

But one question which tailed
to gel a salastactory response in
lhs eyes oi many People wasi
when a school closes, what will
b€ th€ new calchm€nt areas?

Pnnc'pal Assstant Educalion
Otticer Mr Oenis Cork said il
was impossible to say what lhe

"Ths domino sflocl ol lhe
ctosure of one school would
make il difficult to see whal
wolld happen alterwards and
lo give a detailed d€scription of
calchment ar€as, ' he said.

However, ohe patent quickly
rcpli€d: "lt you have no idea ol
calchmenl afeas now can any
consultation with parents be
meaningful al lhey dont know
wherc then children arc to go?"

Other pafents argued angily
lhal the 8oberl sutton Boman
Catholic School had not been
lncluded 'n anv D,ans. alhouoh
Councittor Cani said w;s

being exahined via a plan lo
make il viable joinlly wilh

The running cosl6 ol
€scn school which would
bo sav€d it it rYere closcd
wer€ la€r night descrlb€d

forestotile€dwood !189,0q)
Wultric......,..,...,....,..., c215,700
P6u|ei......................... !124,600
Pag€|...,.......,.............. el79,300
Abhol Beyne.............. !192,3!0
John Tay|or............... er$,500

T h e  l r e a s u r e r ' s
d€parlment had not cost
studi€d lhe Robert stltton
Roman Catholic School,

Many people look lhe
oppodunily to blow the lrurnpel
of lh€ Foresi ol Need'/vood,
describing it as lhe core ol lhe
communily and praising its
successlul youth club,

Concillor Ken Bladley said
there were olhef . teia which
should be looked at aparl lfom
finance and mainlalning a cer-

"The qualily ol educalion
should be laken accounlol, and
the social lunclion ol lhe

"The Forest ot Needwood
has a youlh clLrb and a well'run

youlh club, and. om ol lhe
lafgesl evening iislilutes in lhe
counly-

"Th€ school is widely used
by many other groups. ll is the
wadest used sahool in East
Stattordshte and must be one
ol lhe widesl used in the

NEPOBT'lt is nor rhe obiect of the
people id this hall lo sugg€st
whach school is lo close
because that is setting con-
lnunily againsl communily."l think lhe counly should
prepare a l more compre-

Councillor George Callister,
Chairhan ot  the Wul i r ic
Govornorc, said il lhe closure of
Wull c was the prclered oplion
lhe meeling could have been
packed out wilh Wulldc parents
and teachers, while Mr Ken
Green, Chaiman ot Forest
Governorc said: "Before you
decide to close down a school,
lhe best lhing you could do is
visil that school and see il ior

By the end of the sometimes
turbulenl meeting, the county
council represenlalives knew
only one lhing, lhat whatever
decision lhey made many
people would be angry and

. : )

a The educallon erpens qather b€lore last nlghts meellng: (lefi to rlght) Councilbt Aob
crnr. cheirman ot Slaflordshire Education Commiltee; Counclllor Eoget Wrighti Mr Ht4h
Cuniingham, senlor €ducatlon inspector; Mr alan O'Oonnell, dePuly chiel eclucation olficer.


