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MARCH 7,1984

THE fight to keep tho Forest of Needwood School open,
despite po$ible closu?e undcr County Council educaiion
euts, goes on.

Latest moye in the baftls over the Forest was the public
meeting in Burton this week. Here the Trader continues ro
put the spotlight on a very worrying problom for the area.

together'
P]OJ fighting amonq y_ourselves and join

::fl::t;.. 
rn attempt to halt anr.plans to ciose

That's the message to the
supporters ofboth the Fbrest
o f  Needwood  and  Wu l f r i c
schools who are involved rn
a bitter debate over which.
of them should close under
county education cuts.

Counc i . l l o r  Ma rek  T re -
l i n sk i .  L i be ra l  A l l i ance  pa r -
r sh  < .ounc i l l o r  l o r  Ro l l es i on -
on -Dove .  says  t ha t  t he  two
l t c l l ons  have  "p l ayed  

cu r r r _
p le te l y  i n t o  t he  hands  o f
c o u n t y  h u r e a u c r a l s  w l l u
f i n d  t h a r  s u c h  a r g u m e n t s
strengthen their  hand as
they deveiop their assult on
our educat lon svstem."I firmly belibve that we
must a l l  f ight  to save al l  our
s c h o o l s  b e c a u s e  w e  n e e d
them all and we shall con-
tinue to need them all in the
Iuture.

" T h e  C o u n t y  C o u n c i l
bsse their  f isures on the
school  populai ion.  in.  1990;
Lney  conven len i l y  l gno re
universal ly  accedted'  ore-
dict ions that  i t  wl l l  redurn
to present levels by the vear
2000."

Counc i l l o r  T re l i nsk i
claims that any school that
is closed in the near future
will have to be rebuilt to
cope with the envisaqed de-
mand later - and th;t will
prove a very costly exercise."I would stronslv urse all
Forest and Wulfiil paients
to stop.fighting each other
a n o  J o l n  I n  t h e  c o m m o n
struggle to save al l  our
schools," he adds."Together they are in-
vincible. Divided thev shall
fall easy prey to a eounty
Council which is lookine for
a short term saving to s-olve
short term problelis."If present dlvioinqs g61-
tinue the secondary school
system in this area will be
irretrievably damaged for a
generation. Let us stand
together for all our chil-
dren's sake."

Sir,
I refer to Rob Watt'-q letter

published in the Trader on 29th
l 'ebruar r .  in  wh ich .  ye t  agarn .
t i a t  w o r d - ' h y s t e r i a ' i s  u s e d .  l o
descr tbe  what  i s  no  more  tha t r  a
rca l  cons idera t ion  o f  a l l  the
poss ib le  rami f i ca t ions  o f  the
proposed closure of the Forest of
Needwood I{ieh School.

The Forest is first and fore-
most an educational establish-
ment. and a fine one at that.
However ,  as  fa r  as  the  com-
munities ofthe Dove Vallev are
concerned, it is much morelhan
this. The existence or otherwise
of the school has an extremelv
ser ious  in f luence on  communi tv
l i fe  and fa r  f rom cr i t i c is ine  th i i
communi ty  fo r  be ing  fa r  s ish ted
enough to consider all the possi-
ble consequences of the arithor-
ity's proposals, they should be
congratulated.

N-ot everyone in the school's
catchment area has a direct in-
terest i n.the.educational aspects
ol the school, but everyone does
have an lnterest in the l ife and
the environmeni, of their com-
munity. This is one important
tactor the authority, {by their
own admission) have isnored
a n d  o n e  w h i c h  R o b  W a t t s
appears to feel is irrelevant.

I should point our, that I wss
not the Trader's original source
of information on tlieir 'Prison

article'and I was not their in-
spiration for runninq it. I was
merely asked to comment on in-
formation frdm the national
Press (Sunday Times lSth De-
cember 1983t. In runnins the
article, the Trader has bro-ueht
an important issue to the notice
of the whole of tsurton. What
doe-s happen to school buildings
and property in the event ofcio-
sure? People should be aware of
this.

Rob Watts does me a great in-
justice if he assumes th'at I am
perfectly happy to see the Wul-
fric School close. I don't believe
an_ybody involved in the cunent
oebate wishes to see anv school
close. As we see it, btdd upon
the lacts aa presented to us, it is
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