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Silent film & live music: The Phantom of
the Opera
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Presented by Minima
Performance date and time
Friday, 2nd March 2018
7:30 PM
Spellbinding live music accompaniment turns this
fast-moving, 'ultra-fantastic melodrama' (New York
Times) - one of the great classics of American silent
film - into an atmospheric and gripping emotional
experience.

Join our
Mailing List

'A superbly sinister live score by the soundtrack group
Minima.' Financial Times
'One of the coolest events… Minima sound
unmistakably modern, but capture the film's
disturbing mood perfectly.' The Telegraph

______________________________________________________________________
Minima's music is a 21st-Century interpretation of the images of silent film. Formed in 2006, Minima perform in
cinemas and art centres, as well as music and film festivals, playing original live soundtracks to silent films.
Their repertoire includes set scores to classic silents including the 1925 'Phantom of the Opera', Alfred
Hitchcock's 'The Lodger' and German horrors 'Nosferatu' and 'The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari'.
Minima are a four-piece group, with instrumentation including cello, double bass, baritone guitar, acoustic and
electric guitars, mandolin, autoharp, dulcimer, synthesizer, glockenspiel and drum kit.
'The Phantom of the Opera' (PG)
Cert. PG, 1925, USA, 77 mins, Dir: Rupert Julian, Cast: Lon Chaney, Mary Philbin, Norman Kerry, Arthur
Edmund Carewe, Gibson Gowland, John St. Polis, Snitz Edwards, Virginia Pearson
Beneath the sewers of the Paris Opera House dwells a masked figure. He is the Phantom, a hideously disfigured
composer whose dream is to turn chorus singer Christine into a diva. Lon Chaney, the 'Man of a Thousand
Faces', dominates this classic adaptation of the 1910 novel. His ghastly make-up and outrageous performance
made this one of the great classics of American silent film.
Film critic Roger Ebert said in 2004 that 'it has always been a question whether The Phantom of the Opera is a
great film, or only a great spectacle.' Either way, to see this film in 1925 was a truly shocking experience. Fastmoving and exciting, the film is a dramatic tale of obsession, kidnap, murder and revenge, beautifully tinted
throughout and featuring an impressive sequence of early Technicolor as the Phantom appears at a masked
ball.
This is the original film version of 'Phantom' which inspired numerous remakes. It was a critical and commercial
success upon release, as these press quotes from the time contest: an 'ultra fantastic melodrama' (New York
Times); 'produced on a stupendous scale' (Moving Picture World); 'probably the greatest inducement to
nightmare that has yet been screened' (Variety).
______________________________________________________________________
'Acclaimed soundscapers Minima provide a superlative soundtrack.' Time Out
'Minima's unmistakably spine-tingling music clung to each twist of the movie… spellbinding accompaniment.'
The Guardian
'Minima turned the 1925 Phantom of the Opera into an immersive and gripping emotional experience.' Swansea
International Festival
'Minima are one of the leading bands accompanying silent film in Europe.' Robert Rider, Head of Cinema,
Barbican Centre
Performer's website
www.minimamusic.co.uk
Running time
77 mins (No Interval)
Audience Type
Adults/Older Children
Age Range
10+
Ticket Prices
£9.50 Standard / £8.50 Over 60 / £7.50 Student
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Main Box Office Telephone Number
01283 812 248
Available From
Jan Harrison 01283 812 248 Jane Taylor 01283 815 162
Additional Information
Wine, soft drinks and nibbles available
Venue Accessibility
Live & Local affirms that when a disabled person’s access requirements necessitate them being accompanied to
a performance, that person and their personal assistant should be able to purchase two tickets at a total cost of
no more than the cost of a one full-priced ticket. Promoters are advised that this is best practice that is now
supported by an established legal precedent.
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