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March meeting: mediaeval melodies DEEDS NOT WORDS

27 members were right royally entertained by Mistress Eleanor and Master Dan, otherwise
known as Sue and Dan Hastings, who told us about life in Tutbury in mediaeval times.

Mistress Eleanor

We learned how many of our sayings and traditions date back to mediaeval times, for example
married women always covered their hair — and today brides still wear a veil.

Mistress Eleanor showed us her spectacles — that's right they had glasses to help their
eyesight. Spectacle making is one of the oldest professions in the world. Mistress Eleanor is
also a skilled archer and we had not realised that some women did go into battle as archers.

Mistress Eleanor and Master Dan
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Master Dan played some of his collection of musical instruments with such wonderful names
as a shawm and a rauschpfeife and we were very impressed with his playing, especially when
we learnt that he had only started learning to play a couple of years ago.

The plague doctor

Perhaps the weirdest we saw was the plague doctor’'s mask, which was like something out of
Doctor Who. It was designed to keep out smells but it does look like a duck and this is why
doctors used to be called quacks

Appletree Spring Meeting

The spring meeting for our local group of Wls is on Friday 27 ™ March at 7.30 p.m. at Tutbury
Village Hall . Our very popular speaker is John Harris, Head Gardener at Tressilian House,
Truro. Refreshments are provided, with lots of homemade goodies and there is a musical
entertainment.
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Next Tutbury WI Meeting

Our next meeting is on Thursday 9 ™ April 2009 at 7.30 p.m. when a paramedic will talk about
her work.

Why not join our WI?

Visitors and new members are always welcome at meetings, so come to the Village Hall
between 7 and 7.30 p.m. on the second Thursday in the month.

Find out more about us at www.tutbury.org/wi

or contact our secretary, Elaine Topliss on 01283 215077.



